
4.2 Frequency of the Tests  

          Mercury lamp and standard lamp tests should be performed at least once per 
month, on a schedule appropriate to the observing program data calculations and 
reporting.. Ordinarily, it is sufficient to perform only one set of tests; however, if the test 
data should indicate that some change has occurred in the spectral characteristics of the 
instrument, it may be necessary to repeat one or more of the tests after certain corrective 
measures, to be described later, have been taken.  

4.3 Recording of Test Data  

          Spectrophotometer test data may be recorded on a form similar to that 
shown in Figure 2. The forms should be numbered consecutively in order to 
denote the order in which the tests are made. Any adjustments made to the 
spectrophotometer, or maintenance work performed, should be described on the 
back of the forms.   With more modern computers, it is now possible to make 
worksheets that allow for the input of the information on this form, making the 
calculations directly as the data is input.  Any organized method that allows the 
history of the tests and repairs to be easily reviewed is acceptable.  It is very 
important that all records of the test data be saved in an organized manner, and 
studied for changes.   

Comment: The wedge Calibration 
mentioned is not the wedge calibration 
performed with a two lamp unit. 

Deleted: , preferably near the 28th day 
of the month, while wedge calibration 
tests should be performed at 3-month 
intervals
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